SOVIET PERSPECTIVE  AND  THE FUTURE
determined by man himself. The determination of
man is to survive by operating the technical means of
production to the full. Wants are to be satisfied
according to an expanding plan, and a plan can be
achieved only in the course of measurable time. The
famous Faustian "Space" feeling of Western man,
elaborated by Spengler, assumes a new and measured
mode of expansion in the Soviet Union. Experience
shall be infinite, but the elation of the human spirit
shall take the form, not merely of liberal, unplanned
aspirations, but of measured, expanding concentric
rings of material achievement.
Before considering the possible future of this time
sense in Russia, let us compare this perspective with
those of the various political standpoints in the
capitalist world. It is fairly clear that no capitalist view
comprehends time in a sense adequate to the situation
before us. The Conservatives, challenged from below,
seek only to justify a feudal conception of social-
relationships by an appeal to traditional values. The
past is telescoped, rediscovered and viewed as 'living"
in our "blood," our "race," our "country," and so on.
The future presents itself to the Conservative as a
battle between the forces of "anarchy" and the values
derived from the past. Timeless, unchanging "human
nature" will see to it that the forces of tradition shall
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